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years before a standing army was heard of among us, and
that it is, nevertheless, nowhere recorded that any of our
kings were deposed by those formidable bodies of men, or
that any remarkable changes were made by them in the
form of our government; and, therefore, till some reason
shall be alleged, why such insurrections are now more
dangerous, and our civil magistrates more impotent than
in former ages, 1 humbly conceive, that even without the
protection of a standing army, we might yet sleep in secu-
rity, notwithstanding the plots of the colliers, and the com-
binations of the weavers.

But I must own, sir, these are not our only enemies, for
there is somewhere, yet in existence, a person that lays
claim to the dominion of these kingdoms, and pleads an
hereditary title to dispose of our wealth, to subvert our
liberties, and destroy our religion.

If any foreigner, sir, unacquainted with our affairs, were
to be present at our debates, and to hear with what ardour
we animate each other to an obstinate resistance of this
pretender to the throne, how often he is represented as
hovering over us, and how often we have caught a general
panick, and imagined ourselves upon the verge of de-
struction, how often our most zealous patriots take oppor-
tunities of declaring their resolution to die in defence of
their liberties; and how pathetically our most elegant de-
claimers have expatiated on the misery of that unhappy
race, whom they should leave behind to groan under the
oppression of absolute power, what would be his opinion
of this pretender, whom he saw so perpetually dreaded,
against whom so many alliances were formed, so many
armies were levied, and so many navies equipped?

Would he not believe him to be some formidable tyrant
in a neighbouring country, the lord of wide dominions,
and the master of numerous armies and powerful fleets ?
Would he not imagine that he could assemble half the con-
tinent at his call, that ho was supported by powerful al-
liances, and that nothing but a fair wind was required
to land him on our coasts at the head of millions? And
would he not, even on that supposition, be inclined to eeri-